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FRAMEWORK AND METHOD
Kingdom Come dives into the Church’s teachings on Christ flowing directly from the Creed (The 
Profession of Faith) section of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. To ensure that middle 
school youth get the fullness of the deposit of faith in a systematic manner, Life Teen has created 
an Edge Framework. This framework outlines the entire Catechism of the Catholic Church so 
that in three years the middle school youth will cover and learn the basics of the Catholic Faith. 

Kingdom Come  is the fourth of the nine Semester Planning Guides of the Edge Framework. This 
Semester Planning Guide covers the Creed section of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Any 
content in italics refers to the sections of Prayer from the Catechism of the Catholic Church that 
have been interwoven throughout the framework. Refer to the following outline to see how each 
night covers the content of the Edge Framework.

LONG LIVE THE KING

I. Who is Jesus?
A. Jesus is the eternal Son of God, the second person of the divine Trinity. He became 
man to save us and make us adoptive children of God. (CCC 422-424)
B.  The Names of Jesus.

1. “Jesus” is Hebrew for “God saves”; He “will save His people from their sins.” 
(CCC 430-433, Matthew 1:21)
2.  “Christ” means “anointed”; Jesus is anointed to carry out the divine mission 
of God. (CCC 441-445)
3.  “Lord” comes from the Hebrew name for God “YHWH” which shows that 
Jesus is God Himself. (CCC 446-451)
4. Christ is our way of prayer to the Father. We have “access to the Father only if 
we pray ‘in the name of Jesus.’” (CCC 2664)
5. The name of Jesus “contains all: God and man and the whole economy of 
creation and salvation. To pray ‘Jesus’ is to invoke him and to call him within us. 
His name is the only one that contains the presence it signifies.” (CCC 2665-2669)

C. God becomes man.
1. “Jesus, truly God, became man to save us and reconcile us with God. (CCC 457)
2. Jesus became man to show us God’s love. (CCC 458)
3. Jesus came to make us sons of God so that we can partake in the divine 
nature of God. (CCC 460)
4. Jesus is both fully God and fully man. (CCC 461-464)

a. Jesus had a human body, a human will, and a human intellect. (CCC 470-478)
b. “He has loved us all with a human heart.” (CCC 478)
c. Jesus is at the same time fully God; He is fully divine as the second person 
of the Trinity. (CCC 473)
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ROYAL DESCENT

D. Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary.
1. At the Annunciation, Mary was invited to become the Mother of God. (CCC 484)
2. Mary, obedient in her faith and trusting in the plans of God, gave her free 
consent to become the Mother of God; “let it be [done] to me according to your 
word.” (CCC 494-495, Luke 1:28-38)
3. She conceived Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. (CCC 484-486)
4. In preparation to be the perfect vessel as the Mother of God, Mary was born 
without Original Sin; this is called the Immaculate Conception. (CCC 488-493)
5. Mary remained a virgin even through Jesus’ birth; “Jesus has only God as 
Father.” (CCC 499-507)
6. “Jesus is Mary’s only Son, but her spiritual motherhood extends to all men 
whom indeed he came to save.” (CCC 501)
7. Mary is also our great example of prayer and our intercessor as the Mother of 
the Church. At the Annunciation, she responds to God with her whole being in 
her Fiat: “This is Christian prayer to be wholly God’s, because he is wholly ours.” 
(CCC 2617-2619)

II. What was Jesus’ life like?
A. Jesus’ whole earthly life was mysterious, and all that He did and said revealed God the 
Father and the plan for the redemption of man. (CCC 516-521)
B. Jesus’ early life.

1. He was born of the Virgin Mary in a humble stable to a poor family. (CCC 522-
526)
2. He was raised as a faithful Jew and followed the law and requirements of the 
faith (I.e. circumcision, presentation in the temple, etc.). (CCC 527-530)
3. Jesus grew up living out a daily life and was obedient to His parents and the 
Jewish law. (CCC 431-534)

a.  “The hidden life of Jesus allows everyone to enter into fellowship with 
Jesus by the most ordinary events of daily life.” (CCC 533)

BATTLE CRY

C. Jesus’ public life.
1. Jesus’ public life began when John the Baptist baptized Him. (CCC 535)

a. During Jesus’ baptism, God revealed Him to be His beloved Son. (CCC 535-
536)
b. Jesus’ baptism is an example to us for our own baptism and the means by 
which we become sons and daughters of God. (CCC 537)

2. Jesus experiences temptation when He spends forty days in the desert, but He 
has victory over Satan and does not succumb to the temptations. (CCC 538-540)

a. “For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weakness, but one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without 
sinning.” (CCC 540, Hebrews 4:15)
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3. Jesus proclaims the Kingdom of God, “the kingdom of heaven on earth.” (CCC 541)
a. This fulfills the Father’s will to gather men around His Son, Jesus, so that 
they can share in His divine life; this family of God is the Church. (CCC 541-542)
b. The Kingdom of God is for everyone – the poor, the lowly, and even the 
sinners. (CCC 543-545)
c. Jesus uses parables in His teachings to invite people to the Kingdom of 
God. (CCC 546)
d. Jesus performs mighty deeds and miracles to show the people the truth of 
His words and to help them to believe in Him. (CCC 547-549)
e. The coming of the Kingdom of God means the defeat of Satan; Jesus 
reveals His power over Satan through exorcisms and, ultimately, on the cross. 
(CCC 550)
f. Jesus teaches us how to pray. He insists on the conversion of heart, to 
pray in faith showing us the “filial boldness” of asking the loving Father for 
what we need and thanking Him for it before we receive it. He calls us to seek 
the Father’s will, to be vigilant, watchful, urgent, patient, and humble. Christ 
brings a new element to prayer in that we can ask in His name certain that He 
hears our prayers. (CCC 2607-2616)
g. In the Lord’s Prayer “Thy Kingdom Come” refers to the Kingdom of God 
which lies ahead of us but was brought near to us through all that Christ 
accomplished – “the Kingdom of God has been coming since the Last Supper 
and, in the Eucharist, it is in our midst.” This petition refers primarily to the 
final coming of Christ at the end of time, but “man’s vocation to eternal life 
does not suppress, but actually reinforces, his duty to put into action in this 
world the energies and means received from the Creator to serve justice and 
peace.” (CCC 2816-2821)

D. The apostles.
1. Jesus chooses twelve men to accompany Him on His mission to proclaim the 
Kingdom of God. (CCC 551)
2. Peter is given a unique mission and role to be the first of the apostles to 
govern the Church.
3. Three of the apostles witness Jesus’ Transfiguration which reveals His future 
glory and, again, that He is the chosen Son of God. (CCC 554-556)
4. Jesus reveals to the apostles His coming Passion, Death, and Resurrection 
which is to take place in Jerusalem. (CCC 559-560)

a. The Kingdom of God will be definitively established through Christ’s cross. 
(CCC 550)
b. Lord’s Prayer: The final doxology of “for the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours, now and forever” refers to the “glorification of [the Father’s] 
name, the coming of his reign, and the power of his saving will” proclaimed in 
adoration and thanksgiving. Christ restores kingship, power, and glory to the 
Father. After the prayer we say “Amen” which confirms our belief in all that is 
contained in this prayer that God has taught us. (CCC 2855-2856)
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DEFEATED

III. Why did Jesus die?
A. “God’s saving plan was accomplished ‘once for all’ by the redemptive death of His 
Son Jesus Christ.” (CCC 571)

1. Jesus fully reveals prayer to us and is our model of prayer. He prays to the 
Father, He prays before big moments in His mission, He goes away in solitude to 
pray, Jesus prays prayers of petition always in thanksgiving. “All the troubles, for 
all time, of humanity enslaved by sin and death, all the petitions and intercession 
of salvation history are summed up in” Jesus’ cry to His Father from the cross. 
(CCC 2589-2606)

B. The accusations against Jesus.
1. From the beginning of Jesus’ public life He was misunderstood and different 
groups of people found His teachings and actions offensive and sought to destroy 
Him. (CCC 574-586)
2.  “Jesus scandalized the Pharisees by eating with tax collectors and sinners.” 
(CCC 587)
3.  People were also scandalized by the mercy Jesus showed to sinners and that 
He forgave them of their sins. This was something only God could do – so either 
Jesus is God or He was committing one of the greatest crimes of blasphemy 
(offending God by actions and words). (CCC 589)
4. While everything Jesus did was to reveal His identity as God, many religious 
leaders did not accept this and accused Him of blasphemy, which was punishable 
by death. (CCC 590-591)
5. We cannot simply blame one group of people for Jesus’ death. (CCC 590-591)
6.  “Jesus’ violent death was not the result of chance or an unfortunate coincidence 
of circumstances, but is part of the mystery of God’s plan.” (CCC 599)

a. Scriptures foretell of this great plan – that Jesus will redeem us all and 
through His death free all men from the slavery of sin. (CCC 601)
b. The punishment of sin is death; Jesus takes on this punishment in His own 
death. (CCC 602-603)
c. “By giving up His Son for our sins, God manifests that His plan for us is one of 
benevolent love.” (CCC 604, 1 John 4:10, 1 John 4:19, Romans 8:32, Romans 5:10)
d. “Christ died for all men without exception. ‘There is not, never has been, and 
never will be a single human being for whom Christ did not suffer.’” (CCC 605)
e. Christ’s whole life shows His mission to save man from his sins; He reveals 
to us in everything the great love of God for all of mankind. (CCC 608-609)

7.  The night before Jesus died He transformed the Last Supper, the traditional 
Passover meal, into His very body and blood to be a memorial of His sacrifice and 
death for us. (CCC 610)

a. The Last Supper is commemorated on Holy Thursday, but this memorial 
of His sacrifice – that He gave us His body and blood for the forgiveness of 
our sins – is celebrated at every Mass in the Eucharist. (CCC 610, Luke 22:19, 
Matthew 26:28, 1 Corinthians 5:7)
b. The apostles, who were present at the Last Supper, were bid by Jesus to 
continue this memorial meal. (CCC 611)

C. Jesus’ suffering and death.
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1.  In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus suffered greatly and shows His human 
nature by His own fear of death. Yet He is obedient to the Father’s will and accepts 
His own death. (CCC 612)
2. The sacrifice of Jesus definitively frees man from the slavery of sin and restores 
him to communion with God. (CCC 613)

a. “He knew us and loved us all when He offered His life” (CCC 616)
3. Jesus in obedience to the Father’s will takes on all our sins, our disobedience. 
When He dies on the cross, His obedience makes up for our disobedience. (CCC 616)
4. Jesus’ death frees us from our sin, from the punishment of sin which is death, 
and opens for us a way to eternal salvation. (CCC 617)

a. “Apart from the cross there is no other ladder by which we may get to 
heaven.” (CCC 618)

5. Jesus is united to all men through His humanity and calls all of us to take up 
our crosses and follow Him. (CCC 618)

TRIUMPHANT

D. What role do I play in society and how do my choices affect society?
1. Jesus experienced death and He was laid in a tomb. (CCC 624-627)

a. Baptism signifies our own death and burial, when we are immersed in water, 
to be raised again, out of the water, to new life in Christ. (CCC 628)

2. Before Jesus’ death, when men died there was no possibility for heaven. Rather 
they went to a waiting place where they waited for the redemption of man. When 
Jesus died He descended to this place, hell, and brought up with Him to heaven 
all the righteous souls. (CCC 631-634)

a. “He has raised up all who have slept ever since the world began.” (CCC 635)
3. “Jesus ‘the Author of life’ by dying destroyed him who has the power of death, 
that is the devil.” (CCC 635)

E. Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension.
1.  “The Resurrection of Jesus is the crowning truth of our faith in Christ.” (CCC 638)

a. It is a real event with historically verified manifestations of Jesus. (CCC 
639-640)
b. Mary Magdalene and other holy women were the first to see Jesus after the 
Resurrection and the first ones to spread the news that He had risen from the 
dead. (CCC 641)
c. After Jesus rose from the dead He had a glorified body; He was not a 
ghost. He even ate and drank with His disciples to reveal this glorified body. 
(CCC 645-646)
d. His glorified body had new properties and He was no longer confined by 
time or space and had the freedom to appear as He wanted. (CCC 646)
e. The whole Trinity was a part of and at work in the Resurrection. (CCC 648-650)
f. The Resurrection proves that everything Jesus said about Himself was true. 
He really is God and really did save us from our sins and open for us a new way 
of life as adoptive children of God. (CCC 651-655)

2. After spending forty days with His disciples, Jesus ascended into heaven 
where He remains for all of eternity at the right hand of God. (CCC 651-655)
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a. Man on His own cannot access God’s life and happiness, but through 
Christ we are now able to find this life and follow where He goes. Through His 
Ascension that now includes Heaven.  (CCC 659-660)
b.  “And I, when I am lifted up from earth, will draw all men to myself.” (CCC 
662)
c.  At the right hand of God Jesus is given dominion, glory, and a Kingdom 
that will never pass away or be destroyed. (CCC 663-664)

A LEGACY

IV. What happens when we die?
A. Our own death.

1. Death is the end of earthly life; it is a natural event but at the same time a 
consequence of sin. (CCC 1001-1008)
2. We believe and hope that just as Jesus rose from the dead so shall we: “For those 
who die in Christ’s grace it is a participation in the death of the Lord, so that they can 
also share in His Resurrection.” (CCC 1006)

a. Jesus transforms death by dying Himself. His obedience turned death into 
a blessing. (CCC 1009)
b. “In death, God calls man to Himself.” (CCC 1011)

3. After we die we no longer have the ability to make decisions; we can no longer 
choose good or evil. Only in our earthly life are we able to freely choose God. We 
must prepare ourselves for our death by turning from our sin. (CCC 1012-1014)
4. “For the Christian the day of death inaugurates, at the end of the his sacramental 
life, the fulfillment of his new birth begun at baptism” and a Christian funeral is a 
way to reveal the mystery of death in the light of Christ and to act as a final farewell, 
knowing that, in Christ and the Communion of Saints, we never fully separated and 
will one day meet again. (CCC 1680-1690)

B. Particular Judgment.
1. Our earthly bodies will die, but our souls are immortal. At the moment of our 
death we will be judged by all the actions of our life. Our souls will either go to 
heaven, Purgatory, or hell. (CCC 1021-1022)
2. Heaven is where those who die in God’s grace go to live a perfect life for eternity 
with the Holy Trinity, the Virgin Mary, and all the angels and blessed. (CCC 1023-1024)

a. “Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest longings, the state 
of supreme, definitive happiness.” (CCC 1024)
b. By His Death and Resurrection, Jesus opened heaven to us. It is more wonderful 
than we could ever imagine and “beyond all understanding and description.” 
(CCC 1026-1027)

3. Purgatory is for the people who die in God’s grace but still need to be purified 
from their sins and prepared for heaven. They are guaranteed eternal salvation 
and will go to heaven but only once they have finished their purification and 
achieved “the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.” (CCC 1030)

a. We can pray for those who have died that they might be delivered from their 
sins and lessen their time in Purgatory. (CCC 1031-1032)

4. Hell is the definitive state of self-exclusion from God. (CCC 1033)
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a. “We can only be united to God if we freely choose to love Him.” If we do not 
love Him in our earthly life, we will not be united with Him in eternal life. (CCC 
1033)
b. Those who die in mortal sin (serious grave sin that cuts off our relationship 
with God) and persistently reject God and His mercy their whole lives and die 
without repenting enter into eternal suffering. (CCC 1033-1035, 1855-1857)
c. God does not want anyone to go to hell; it is man’s own choices throughout 
his life that puts him there. We must live our lives with our eternal destination in 
mind. (CCC 1036-1037)

ETERNAL KINGDOM

C. The Last Judgment.
1. Jesus presently dwells on earth in His Church, but His reign is not yet complete; 
He will come again in glory at the end of time. (CCC 668-671)

a. We are in a time of waiting and watching for Jesus to come again; it is a time 
of trial and persecution as we wait for God’s complete and final victory over evil. 
(CCC 672-677)
b. We do not know the hour that Jesus will come again. (CCC 673)

2. When Jesus comes again the dead will rise, the bodies of all who have died 
will be resurrected and joined with their souls and proceed to the Last Judgment. 
(CCC 988-1001)

a. At the Last Judgment the “truth of each man’s relationship with God will 
be laid bare” and all the consequences of all our good or bad actions will be 
revealed. (CCC 1038-1039)
b. We will know the ultimate meaning of creation and of all of history. (CCC 
1040)
c.  Body and soul, the righteous will enter into the eternal happiness of heaven, 
and the wicked will go to the eternal punishment of hell. (CCC 1038)

3. “At the end of time, the Kingdom of God will come in its fullness. After the 
universal judgment, the righteous will reign forever with Christ glorified in body 
and soul. The universe will be redeemed.” (CCC 1042-1047, Revelation 21:4)

a.  In this new universe God will dwell with men and there will be complete unity 
of the human race with God. The redeemed form, with Christ, a new “holy city” 
where there is no longer division or suffering and all experience “the ever-flowing 
well-spring of happiness, peace, and mutual communion.” (CCC 1045)
b. The hope for this new heaven and earth should inspire us to continue to do 
good work and to build up the Kingdom of God as it is present here and now. 
(CCC 1048-1050)

4. Christian prayer is cooperation with God’s providence and His “plan of love 
for men.” Jesus makes our prayers efficacious, “He prays in us and with us.” Jesus 
also “prays for us – in our place on our behalf … he never ceases to intercede for 
us.” We find that if “our prayer is resolutely united with that of Jesus in trust and 
boldness as children, we obtain all that we ask in his name.” (CCC 2738-2741)


